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THE -SARATOGA GUP;

THE TRUE 'HISTORY OF LONGFELLOW'S MISFORTUNE.

. E LexingToNn, KY., Sept. 9, 1872,
EDITOR SPIRIT OF THE TiMEs—DIecar Sir: One of your
New York contemporaries,in its issue of July 26, contninsan
rticle hesded * The Late Saratoga Meeting,” which I feel
does great injistice both to the noted racer Longfellow and
Lijs‘owner; Mr John lizrper. The editer of the paper sliaded
to'says:“ We bhave described the race and will not reopen
tlie'subject,'only to correct some erroneous impressions that
have found their way into-print.”” I am quite sure none
~have found their way into print more erroneous.than  what
igin this article: called & correction. The firsterror alluded
to by your contemporary is this: * That Longfellow did not
at the'start, in'breaking away, strike hia quarter and ‘twist
his plate.” i This is denied on the statement of Capt.-Cottrill
of Mobile; who is an old “turfmai and a gentleman of the
first order; vet ['was at the starting-point also, and I am
quite'as suré as I am that'] ever saw anything, that the
Lorse did blunder as he started ; yet I do not say that he cut
his quarter and twisted his plate at that time.: No onc.on
earth can tell where it was done. " Any  stalement on''that
subject would only be an opinion,\‘gnd my opinionis, that it
is'more probable that it was done then than at any other
point in the race; unless it occurred¥gs the editor of tle
jouroal in question contends that the\eakinp; down did)
“as he pulled up around the 't after the fin-
ish' of 'the 'race,’ apnd. I am there’ 18" as
much reason for. thinking the h red &t that
point as the other. I know perfectly 11 that both
did occur before the horse returned to the singyd, for I met
him some fifty yards off, and took up his foot 'y had the
.plate pulled straight. It had turned clear ovelgpear the
- middle
elde of the hoof some two inches, forming qui
~under the horseé’s foot, which may have had
with his breaking down. Another correction i
article is; that “Mr. Harper told Mr. Cottrill, Captain Mooxe,
and Colonel McDaniel all that he did not instrict the ridel

he did at the Branch. He said none. I said-to him he ought
1o be instructed on that point, and the boy was called back
and again instructed, which ipstruction wag this: To ride as
e did at the Branch, if Bassett went off with the lead and
set the pace fast enough ; if he did not, then he was to take

the track and set the pace himself, which we told him he

would be able to do in going the first quarter,

The third correction in the - article’ roferred to
says that “it is the opinion of some of the best train-
ers at Saratoga that Lopgfellow is not broke down.” In
this, it is the great regret of the owner and friends of
the bhorse that it is some of the trainers and your con-
temporary’s article that are again in error. The lorse is
hopelessly broke down, and I so pronounced him when he
stopped in the race; his Joft pastern, when he stands erect
on it or walks, is two to three inclies nearer the ground than
tho other. It is not the wish or intentiou of the writer of
this article to detract onelaurel from Bassett. 1 admit him
to be a wonderful horse, yet this does not change my opin-
ion as to what would have been the result of the race had
no aceident happened to Longfollow, At Long Branch, only
somo ten days prior to this race, tho great crowd there wit-
nessed the result between them,  Colonel MeDaniol (whom I
consider one of the best turfmoen in America, and an a proof
of this you have only to point to his success) statod o Long
Branch, both Dbeforo and-after -tlie - rnce, that -he had no
excuse to make for lis? horse..:Again, if he had
been so much ofl' ag the race indicated wlien: compared with
bis last one with Longfellow, was it possible for him to have
come round in so short a-time ¢ I think not. Horsenen will
then ask, how do you account for the tworaces .My answer
is this: At Long Branch Bassett's owners started him in
the race under the firm belief that Longfellow wak a quitter,
and Basselt sct the pace to make him quit. - e ran the first
mile at the Branch'in 1:43, timed by Mr. ‘John Hunter, Col.
1all of Maryland, and others. That pace for one mile and
a half made Bassett’ quit, at which point his ridor com-
menced to whip him, and, liko his grandsire and many of
hig family; he sulked badly, and was badly boaten, as every
one knows, While at Saritoga, on a track -conceded to be
the fastest in America, Bassett ran the- first-mile in 1:44,
making at least two séconds difference in: his running the
first nile; the which, if ke had been made to do, who can
say what would have becn thie result of ‘the race.. No one
doubts that Longfellow could have readily done . it, I pre-
gume; My owniimpression’is; that had Bassett  been made
do it, Longfellow would have won the race, even. in- his
crippled ‘condition. Of this result,” however, evory other
man: who gaw the race may have a different opinion. I
only give this result as my opinion.

Itrust 1 give no offence to'any one-in’ giving what I re-
gard a true statement of  what ‘occurred; and feel it due
the horse and hig owner that I'should, ag there was no one
else who could correct a part of it save the colored irainer
and myeelf. ZEB W ARD.
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LETTER FROM YORKSHIRE, ENGLAND.

GOLDSMITH MAID, LUCY, AND WONDER—THE GAMES ON THE
PACIFIC SLOPE=""DISMAL JEMMY,” YANK SMITH, Itc.

BoaApronp, Yonusuire, ENc.. Aug. 26,1872
DEAR SPIRIT: As you see above,l stick to your paper

John Sample, to trail Bassett for a mile and a half and then

take the track and beat him.”. Mr. Harper is made to eay in

pretty well, and must read it here ay well as on the Pacific,
nd see with great pleasure that at last the queen of the turf

this article that he told the rider to beat him from the start,
and from ‘ eend to eend.” Mr.Harper says lie. made no such
- statement to anybody. This isall 1 know of this instruc

tion. Ido know, however, that Mr. Harper had no more to

and her companion Luey are to go to California. I feel only
circumstances do not permit me to be there by

z

driver-—thiat 18 an undoubted fact; bat you get,in your
vice to.Doblé and Hickok, pretty near on the right rc
but do not hit the nail exactly on the head, wheu you
not to believe him when he mukes a long face with tears
his ‘eyes. 1 liope Messrs, Doble and Hickok will
be misled by that, as mine and a thousand others’ experie
has told them that you never get him right, whether
play him straight up or put a copper on him. Go
nor Stanford is. the right man to own & good horse, as h
not like Bonner, but® gives the public a chance 10 ju
whether his horse is a. wonder or not worth a cent ; but 1
is natural.® The Central Pacific Railroad don’t need an
vertisement, but the Ledger does. 8o, Doble and Hick
keep your eyes well open and stalls weil shut, and 1 v
give you credit when you manage it so that Lizzy will
obliged to attend to business very close this winter.

In laste, yours, OLD SUBSCRIBEY

Curckur—VIsIT or vnE ExavLisi ELEVEN 10 NEW Yo
—In another column we give the names of the players ¢
posing the twonty.two which will be pitted agninst the E
lish amateurs on Wednesday and Thursday next, °
match will be played at Hobeken, and if the weather is-
there will bo a large attendance to witness the game, wh
though rather under » cloud in this country at present,
still many votaries. Looking through the list we miss
names of one or two who ought not to be left out, if tl
services could Do obtained. Neither Mcesrs. Rogerson
Byron will play, but we are unable to state the reason,
former is probably thoe best bowler in New York to-day, |
as bowling is always the weak spot of twenty-twos, we th
it a mistake to leave Lim out. Mr. Byron, too, is & car
and steady bat, and:generally makes runs, Of those
will play, the wellknown base-Dall players George
Harry Wright aud IHatfield are useful men, and so
Messrs. Qibbes, Mooeran, Jones, et¢. They have but ]
chance of Leating the eleven in any case, however, and
‘thereford to be regrettéﬁ that the twenty-two was
ptrengthiened by tho addition of the two men mentio
above. We hear the mateh will not bo commenced till n
each day. This is too late, as there is always a dela
commencing 1atches, and wo would suggest eleven o'c
as quite late enough for beginning. We ghall havea
report of the mateh in next week’s issue,

TiE. ProsPECT: PARE AUTUMN MEETING.—In ano
columin we have the entries for the purses to be trotted
at thé autumn meeting of the Prospect Park Course.
will‘commenice on Tuesday next, September 17. It wil
perceived that the putses have filled well.  On the first
thire ars twelve entries in the two races—four in the
a1id double that nuniber in the second. On thesecond
tlisre are three entries in the first purse and ten” in- the
ond: On thethird day tho first raco has twelve entries,
“thesecond, which is for horses that nover beat 2m. 23s.,t
are six good trotters. . Thig cannot fail to be a fine race
tlie horges aro Lulu; Camors, Bleopy Johu, Trinmph;.J
Fullerton; and W, H. Allen, - On - the fourth day there
capital entry of eight in tho first: race, and in' the'se
there are George Palmer, American Gitl, and Rosalind.
the Inst day the entries  also'give assurance of two
races. In the first we find: Seafoam; G. W. Patte
Lucille Golddust, and J,'J, Bradley. The second' race
be something of a novelty, as it is to boe a‘dash:of :t
miles, in harness, for a good purde, with s chance of ‘ar
ditional $1,000 if the winner boats” Dutchman’s {ime

thatitime, when they trot against the Governor's horie, as
undobtedly there will be more excitement on that day than

do with ipstructing the Doy than either of the gentlemen
alluded toin the article. Mr. Harper went into the grand

ever Wwas on any. riace track. Whether the Kastern mares
will have it all their own way against the Californian js a

this annio Wern, Huntress, Constitution, Wallace; Ge
Gillett, and H. B. have entered. - The prospects forthe
ing are most excellent,  The entries ave numerous, anc

stand Lefore the horses left the front of it to go to the head
of the stretch, asking me before he done 80 to go with his

(uestion Which will goon and‘ only be answered when they
get tomether. He surely has speed enough and staying

- colored trainer, Mose, to see the horse started. On the way
16 the head of the stretch I asked Mose what instructions he
had given the boy.  He replied that he liad told him to ride
about as he did at Long Branch. 1 asked him what instruc-

tions Le had given in case Bassett did not make the pace as.

qualities to Xnish his race. Tli‘e\s only drawback ig, us far as
I can see, in Yhe change they ix\mde in the handling of the
horse—as youk paper of Aug. 3 states that in placo of Yank
Smith “ Dismal Jemmy ” is going to pull the ribbons over

véneral run of the horses is excecdingly good. Rea
g 3
programme,

SARATOGA ASSO

FORPKLT LIYT.
The followivg ghould have been fncluded in tbhe Jist of forfeit
Vshied indast week’s pu{)!:i‘, asincurred st’the’Augoxt:meeting }
Diie fioin:d 6hi AT Milter, forfeit on'ch:f by Jack Malone ont of

him. 1 am not sheaking of his capabilily as a trotting lo

bitiv; by Lexiugton; inithe:-Kentucky Stakes.

Yours, C. WHEATLY, 8



